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News release 

Children At The Heart Of Europe

A new Council of Europe information campaign aimed at local authorities is set to boost celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of the UN’s children’s rights convention.
The organisation has produced the ‘I have the right’ brochure, which explains the entitlements of youngsters aged between 7 and 17 years. These include children’s rights to identity, access to information, private life, freedom of expression and religion, to know and be with parents, to be protected from violence and to an effective justice system.

The booklet also offers advice on the actions to be taken if these rights are not respected. Children may challenge their treatment by adults or government in the European Court of Human Rights.

The publication, soon to be translated into nine languages, is available to local authorities interested in promoting children’s rights and celebrating next November’s 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

In October, the City of Strasbourg, home to the Council of Europe, will distribute the brochure to some 25,000 school children. It also intends to place a campaign poster in every school and medical centre.

The organisation’s child protection experts want other local authorities to follow Strasbourg’s lead and put children’s rights at the heart of their programmes. 

“We want to help cities to become models of good practice where the rights of children are concerned,” said a spokeswoman for the Council of Europe’s ‘Building Europe For And With Children. 

“Children’s rights is a subject that is better learnt by enjoying. The first step is to enable both children and adults discover and learn about these rights. By taking up our offer, cities will take a huge step towards a more ambitious goal, which is putting children’s rights at the heart of any action and decision affecting children.”

Useful links

For further information: www.coe.int/children
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